
November   18,   2020   
  

  
Central   City   Community-   
  

The   Central   City   School   District   is   planning   on   continuing   face   to   face   instruction   until   Thanksgiving   Break,   as   
long   as   the   absenteeism   remains   at   a   lower   rate   and   there   is   enough   staff   available   to   maintain   a   safe   
environment.    At   the   same   time,   the   district   is   aware   that   other   school   districts   in   Linn   County   have   already   
gone   to   virtual   learning   and   that   there   is   a   significant   increase   in   COVID-19   cases   in   the   county.    The   district   is   
also   aware   that   families   may   travel   over   the   Thanksgiving   Holiday.   
  

The   Centers   for   Disease   Control   and   Prevention   (CDC)   has   issued   recommendations   for   Celebrating   
Thanksgiving.    Regarding   the   recommendations   on   travel   the   CDC   says   “Travel   increases   your   chance   of   
getting   and   spreading   COVID-19.   Staying   home   is   the   best   way   to   protect   yourself   and   others.”    While   those   are   
the   recommendations,   we   also   realize   that   families   will   gather   over   the   holidays.    The   CDC   recommendations   
can   be   viewed   at   the   following   link:.   
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/thanksgiving.html   
  

Therefore,   in   an   effort   to   mitigate   the   spread   of   the   COVID-19,   the   district   will   have   at   least   one   week   of   virtual   
learning   during   the   week   of   November   30,   the   week   following   Thanksgiving.    The   district   will   review   the   data   
by   Thursday,   December   3   to   determine   if   a   second   week   of   virtual   learning   is   needed.    A   determination   for   the   
second   week   of   virtual   learning   will   be   made   and   announced   by   5   PM   on   December   3.   We   will   need   everyone’s   
help   to   mitigate,   report   and   isolate   to   ensure   that   we   can   return   to   face   to   face   learning   in   a   safe,   secure   manner.   
  

If   the   District   decides   to   extend   virtual   learning   for   the   week   of   December   7,   the   district   will   need   to   submit   a   
waiver   for   virtual   learning   with   the   Department   of   Education.    The   Department   of   Education   requires   a   waiver   
for   virtual   instruction   if   the   district   is   less   than   50%   for   a   two-week   period.     You   can   find   all   the   districts   in   
Iowa   that   have   a   request   to   move   to   100%   remote   learning   at   this   website.   
https://educateiowa.gov/requests-move-remote-learning-school-building-or-district   
  

The   district   will   offer   grab-n-go   lunches   during   virtual   learning   days   with   details   to   follow   on   that   program.     
  

Yours   in   Education,   
  

Tim   Cronin Jason   McLaughlin Amy   Smith   
Superintendent MS/HS   Principal Elementary   Principal   
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